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CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH 

COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

Wednesday, November 9, 2016 
6:00 PM 

City of Huntington Beach 
Civic Center Council Chambers 

2000 Main Street 
Huntington Beach, CA  92648-2702 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chair Kreitz called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. at which time the Pledge of 
Allegiance was said. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Antonio Benitez; Nicolina Cuzzacrea; Roger Forest; Albert 

Gasparian; Bridget Kaub; Amy Kwon; Jay Kreitz; J.D. Miles; 
Roy Miller  

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Paul Burkart (excused); Michael Couey (excused); Dick Thiel 

 
STAFF PRESENT: Janeen Laudenback; David Dominguez; Charlene Gomez 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  Dominguez announced that Commissioner Jerry Moffatt has moved 
out of the area and resigned from Commission.  Council Member Posey has been asked 
to appoint a replacement for Mr. Moffatt. 
 
 
MINUTES: 
Motion: A motion was made by Kaub and seconded by Gasparian to approve the 

minutes as written for the September 14, 2016 Community Services 
Commission meeting. 

Ayes: Benitez; Cuzzacrea; Forest; Gasparian; Kaub; Kreitz; Roy  
Noes:   None 
Abstain:  Kwon; Miles 
 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
Gloria Alvarez with Huntington Beach Preserve Our Past thanked Commission for 
approving the Lake Park historical plaque and invited them to the unveiling on November 
19.  HBPOP is gifting the plaque to the City.  She also thanked Janeen Laudenback and 
David Dominguez for their help in the process of bringing the plaque to Lake Park. 
 
Jean Nagy announced that the Tree Society received a donation of boulders from West 
Coast Arborists that came from a lumber lot that bordered Lion Country Safari.  The Tree 
Society paid $4,000 for delivery.  She thanked City staff helping to place the large 
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boulders along the “Shipley to Shore” trail.  Additionally, Ms. Nagy spoke regarding the 
Encyclopedia Lots and asked that the City purchase the lots whenever an opportunity 
arises.  Lastly, Ms. Nagy provided information on sample play equipment and suggested 
placement in front of Shipley Nature Center.  
 
Juana Mueller voiced her concern over the temporary parking that services Shipley 
Nature Center and Central Park West. Ms. Mueller stated that the dust is overwhelming 
and feels that it is a health and ecological hazard.  Ms. Mueller suggests that this project 
be moved up on the priority list.  She invited Commissioners to come view the problems 
created by the dust. 
 
Steve Engel said that he attended the Huntington Central Park Committee meeting.  He 
thanked the Committee and staff for their efforts.  The Secret Garden and Huntington 
Beach Tree Society support the thought of a task force to address the issues at Central 
Park.  Mr. Engel also expressed concern over the dust created at the temporary parking 
lot in Central Park West. 
 
Natalie Wong said she lives behind Rodgers Park and said it’s been nice since the gates 
have been put up.  She and other neighbors are enjoying the kids being able to play on 
the site. 
 
 
DIRECTOR/MANAGER ITEMS: 
Dominguez commented on the amount of time it has taken to address the temporary 
parking lot.  The plan to construct a permanent lot has gone through several iterations 
but, based upon input from Commission staff is focusing on a plan limited to the 
immediate area of the current lot.  He added that since the permanent parking lot is not 
part of the approved park master plan, it has to go through a public noticing process.  
There will be a notice published in the paper, and mailers sent to the surrounding 
residents.  Dominguez thanked Commission and the citizens for their patience.  Chair 
Kreitz asked if there is funding available for the project.  Dominguez affirmed that there is 
funding, the delay was coming up with the concept and the plan.   
 
Chair Kreitz asked Dominguez, for the benefit of new Commissioners, if he could give a 
little background on the Encyclopedia Lots and how many remain privately owned.  
Dominguez said that the Encyclopedia Lots are mainly undeveloped areas of Central 
Park between Edwards/Goldenwest, north of Ellis.  He said that “back in the day”, when 
you bought encyclopedias, you were given a plot of land.  Over the years, the City has 
purchased most of them, but there are still about 33 privately owned.  Dominguez 
thanked Ms. Nagy for her efforts in reaching out to those owners.  Dominguez said that 
the Economic Development Department assists Community Services with acquiring the 
lots for the City.   Discussion continued on how and when the lots become available for 
sale and when the last sale took place. 
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Dominguez reminded Commission that there is no working meeting in December.  
Commissioners are invited to attend the Commission/Community Services Dept.’s 
annual holiday get-together at Slater’s 50/50 at 5 pm on December 14. 
 
 
PUBLIC INPUT MEETING:  None 
 
  
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: None 
Park Naming of Wardlow Park and the new park at the former Lamb School Site - 
Dominguez informed the Commission that on October 17, 2016, Council acted upon the 
recommendation by Commission for naming of the park at the former Lamb School site, 
Wardlow Park and Arevalos Park.  Council agreed with Commission to retain the name 
of Arevalos Park but, voted to also retain the name of Wardlow Park and recommended 
that the park at Lamb School be named “William and Elizabeth Lamb Park”. As part of 
their motion, Council also recommended that naming opportunities be explored by the 
Community Services Commission to recognize Delbert “Bud” Higgins and Frank Ciarelli. 
 
 Recommended Action:   

1. Accept the City Council’s decision to officially name the new park at the former Lamb 

School site as “William and Elizabeth Lamb Park” and; 

2. Retain the current name of Wardlow Park and; 

3. Refer potential naming opportunities to recognize Delbert “Bud” Higgins and Frank 

Ciarelli to the Park Naming and Memorials Committee. 

With no questions, Chair Kreitz called for a motion: 
 

MOTION:  Commissioner Gasparian moved to accept the recommended actions 
as directed by City Council.  Commissioner Forest seconded the motion.  All in 
favor. 

 
 Ayes: Benitez; Cuzzacrea; Forest; Gasparian; Kaub; Kwon; Kreitz; Miles; Miller 
 Noes: None 
 Abstain: None 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
Worthy Park Update – The contract was approved by City Council and the project was 
awarded to KASA Construction. Dominguez will meet with Public Works and the 
contractor for a start date.  Dominguez addressed Commissioner Kaub’s past concerns 
about disturbing the students during the construction and said that the contractor will 
make every effort to limit any disruptions.  
 
Team Room Update – The project was approved by City Council.  A responsible bidder 
has been found, and they have extensive experience building this type of building.  The 
contractor has asked to wait until after the first of the year due to his current production 
schedule.   
 
Rodgers Seniors’ Center Update – Dominguez said that regarding the memo provided 
from Community Services Director, Janeen Laudenback under Item I.1, no action is 
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requested from Commission at this time and the information being provided is for update 
purposes only. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:   
Regarding the memo from Janeen Laudenback, updating Commission on the Rodgers 
Senior Center site, Commissioner Kaub asked in regard to reading Phase 1 and 2, how 
the community will know what is planned at the site.  She feels the neighborhood would 
benefit from knowing.  She also asked when Phase 1 will turn into Phase 2. 
 
Laudenback responded that she will continue to keep Commission updated on Phase 1 
programming.  The memo addressed to Chair Kreitz is a general outline.  The Phase 1 
programming is anticipated for the full 2017 year.  During that year, any Phase 2 
activities would be vetted through the Community Services Commission and City Council 
process.  This direction was taken from the H Item earlier this year, which said that staff 
should come up with a plan for the use of the Rodgers Senior Center and continue to 
program in the interim.  Originally, this was Council direction brought forth by Council 
Member Peterson. Going forward, programs will continue the same as they have in the 
past, although more community based versus senior based.  In the long term, Phase 2 
will go through the process, and Commission will be informed first of what is being 
discussed, and then Commission will make their recommendations to Council. 
 
Commission Kaub said that she doesn’t feel that anyone in the neighborhood is opposed 
to the Phase I programming, however, there has been concern in the past over 24/7 
programming.  She thanked the Community Services Department for their consideration 
of the neighborhood when programming. 
 
 
COMMISSION BUSINESS:  
Dominguez gave a brief report on the Huntington Central Park (HCP) Committee 
meeting. The Committee gave direction to form a task force, or a working committee, to 
address the Central Park issues.  In preparing the item to bring to Commission as a 
whole, staff was reminded that there is a process to follow in forming a task force.  Staff 
is compiling information on the process to see if Council direction is required in order to 
form the task force.  Dominguez said he is aware that Council Member Delgleize is very 
involved in this issue and may take it directly to Council as committee.  Staff intends to 
continue to meet with the HCP and work with those volunteers who are involved in the 
welfare of Central Park until direction is giving on how to proceed with the development 
of the task force.  At that time, Dominguez said he will report back to Commission on the 
parameters on how the task force will be laid out and operated.  Dominguez also 
reviewed with Commission a PowerPoint presentation that was presented at the HCP 
Committee meeting on the history and Master Plan of Central Park. Dominguez 
reiterated that prior to any improvements or changes in the Master Plan, the items would 
come back to Commission and City Council for approval.  Dominguez provided some 
details about a few of the projects including the proposed permanent parking lot between 
the Senior Center in Central Park and Shipley’s Nature Center.  Lastly, Dominguez 
mentioned the Jack Green area of Central Park, noting that it is where many of the 
concerns exist and said that Public Works has a plan to clean up the east side of the 
park. This clean-up will mimic that of Bartlett Park since there are the same kind of 
issues and environmental processes requirements.   Public Works also has some funds 
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available in the budget for rehabilitation of the east side of the park, including bathroom, 
pathway, and lighting improvements.  A list was compiled from past Commission 
meetings, and the intent is to work through the list with the HCP Committee and task 
force.  The ultimate goal of the task force will be to stay on top of the maintenance and to 
address any future amenities that were identified through the park and recreation master 
plan in a timely manner so that they do not get out of control. 
 
Commissioner Kaub said the Committee decided to create a task force to include 
community volunteers.  She asked Dominguez about the next step.  He replied that it is 
to keep the Committee meetings ongoing and chip away at the issues while awaiting 
direction on how to proceed with the development of the task force. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Kaub moved to communicate to City Council the 
recommendation of a Huntington Central Park Task Force.  Commissioner Miller 
seconded the motion.  
 
Ayes: Benitez; Cuzzacrea; Forest; Gasparian; Kaub; Kwon; Kreitz; Miles; Miller 
Noes: None 
Abstain: None 
 
 
COMMISSION AND STAFF COMMENTS: 
Laudenback thanked Commission for their service and the public for their volunteerism 
and efforts. 
 
Commissioner Forest said that this is his last meeting and thanked Commission for their 
time and passion. He said he is proud to have served on such a Commission and is 
confident things are in good hands. 
 
Commissioners Kwon and Miller thanked Forest for his service on Commission and 
passion for the City. 
 
Commissioner Miller said he appreciates staff and their efforts on the information they 
have prepared on Central Park.  He also asked about the size of the Encyclopedia Lots.  
Dominguez stated that the lots are approximately 30 x 20 feet. 
 
Commissioner Gasparian thanked Commission Forest for his service and staff for the 
information presented tonight. 
 
Commission Benitez thanked the staff, volunteers and Commission. 
 
Commissioner Kaub thanked staff and said as Chair of the HCP Committee, she 
appreciates all of the work done to provide the information presented.  She also thanked 
the volunteers in the audience and said that the work they do is invaluable.  
Commissioner Kaub thanked Commissioner Forest for his service.  Commissioner Kaub 
addressed youth sports fields and the water issue.  She would like to see this topic 
discussed at a future meeting.  
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Chair Kreitz echoed the sentiments of other, thanking Commissioner Forest for his 
service.  He also remarked that it’s nice that the budget is stronger so that maintenance 
can be performed and issues addressed at the parks. 
 
Dominguez informed Commission that there will be a Youth Sports Grant Committee 
meeting held on Wednesday, November 11. 
 
ITEMS DISTRIBUTED TO COMMISSION:  None 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

With no further business, Chair Kreitz called for a motion to adjourn.  All in favor and the 
meeting was adjourned. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
David C. Dominguez 
Secretary 
Community Services Commission 
 
By: Charlene Gomez 
 Recording Secretary 


