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CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH 
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION  

 
REQUEST FOR ACTION 

 
MEETING DATE: NOVEMBER 12, 2015 

SUBMITTED TO: COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION  

SUBMITTED BY: JANEEN LAUDENBACK, COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR 

PREPARED BY: DAVID C. DOMINGUEZ, FACILITIES, DEVELOPMENT & 
CONCESSIONS MANAGER 

SUBJECT: LAKE PARK HISTORICAL INFORMATION PLAQUE   
 
 
Statement of Issue:  Staff has been approached by a citizen group, Preserving Our 
Past (POP) with a donation offer to install a historical information plaque at Lake Park.  
There is a need for Commission to consider acceptance of the donation and approve 
wording describing historical events of the park.  
 
Funding Source:  Funding for the plaque and installation will be provided by POP.   
 
Recommended Action(s):  Approve the concept of the monument and the wording 
of the plaque describing historical events at Lake Park as presented and make 
recommendation to City Council to do the same.   
 
Alternative Action:  Do not approve the concept and direct staff on how to 
proceed.  
 
Analysis: The City of Huntington Beach has been asked to accept the donation of an 
informational plaque to be installed at the Main Street entrance of Lake Park. This 
plaque will be donated to the City of Huntington Beach by “Preserve our Past”, (POP) a 
group of volunteers committed to memorializing significant historical events.  As past 
members of the Historic Resources Board, some members of POP led the way with the 
historical plaque installation at the Main Street Library, as well as the monument sign 
marking Triangle Park, at the corner of Main and 6th Street.  This community group has 
spearheaded an effort to memorialize the history of Lake Park, as it among the original 
parks in the City’s park inventory. 
 
Because POP has already developed the concept for the monument memorial, and has 
researched the language contained therein, staff is presenting this concept to the 
Community Services Commission as a whole, rather than going to the Park Memorial 
naming committee.  The donated marker can serve the community by highlighting some 
of the significant events that have contributed to Lake Park’s meaningful history. 
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It is important to note that POP presented their research and proposed language to city 
staff over a series of meetings and communications. (Attachment 1)  POP presented 
language which was historically accurate according to their careful research.  Staff then 
worked closely with members of the Historic Resources Board (HRB) to refine the 
language to assure the accuracy of the plaque. This process took several months, and 
both groups agree with the language as presented to the Community Services 
Commission with the exception of two items. 
 
The first item of concern to the HRB is the mention of the land being acquired for $10.00 
in gold coin.  Although this was referenced in the Bargain and Sale Deed for the Lake 
Park property (attachment 2), there is no mention of the transaction in the City Council 
minutes from that time period.  The HRB believes that this omission in the minutes is 
significant because it appears that all city expenditures of that time period were voted 
on and memorialized by Council and further believes the mention of the gold coin in the 
deed was simply ceremonial in nature. 
 
The second item of concern to the HRB is the mention of the timing of the installation of 
the playground equipment.  The HRB would prefer to see the words “at that location” 
should be added at the end of the 5th paragraph, while the POP prefers the language as 
presented to remain.  The two items are noted in Attachment 3.   
 
In working closely with both the POP and the HRB, Staff believes that one could argue 
that either interpretation of both items are is historically accurate. We have reviewed 
documents and footnotes presented by both parties and believe that both have 
presented compelling information to reinforce their position.  Staff feels that all other 
information in the proposed language has been appropriately documented and therefore 
would like to recommend that Commission approve the language as presented and 
move this item forward to City Council for their consideration. 
 
 
Environmental Status:  Not applicable 
 
Attachment(s): 
 
 

 
 

 
No. 

 
Description 

 1.  Plaque language proposed by Preserving our Past 
 2.  Bargain and Sale Deed for Lake Park Property 
 3.  Items of Concern to the Historic Recourses Board 

 
 
 

RCA Author:  D. Dominguez 





 
LAKE PARK 

 

 
 
 

On October 21, 1912, this five-acre parcel was acquired from the Huntington Beach Company for $10 
in gold coin.  Named Lake Park for the lake that formed there, it later became a favorite place for 
competitive fly casting.  It is one of the city’s three oldest parks and its lake was the source of 
recreation for many years. 
 
The Boy Scout Cabin was constructed and dedicated for use by Boy Scout Troop 1 
in January 1924 through a cooperative effort of the Lions Club, various service organizations, 
businesses and the city. 
 
The area started to take shape as a developed park in the mid-1930s. Through the efforts of Park 
Superintendent, Richard Beeson, trees, shrubs and flowers were planted and a picnic area was 
established. 
 
On April 6, 1938, there was a formal opening of the recreation building, now known as the Lake Park 
Clubhouse, which is still used by multiple service and social organizations. 
 
The redesign of Lake Park was approved by the City Council in February 1968 to better meet the 
needs of the community. Using plans submitted by Landscape Architect Richard Bigler, the lake was 
then filled in with sand and playground equipment was added. 
 
Today, as from the beginning, Lake Park continues to be an arborist’s joy with its eclectic variety of 
trees and plants. 
 

Huntington Beach Preserve Our Past 
Dedicates this plaque to the 

City of Huntington Beach 
2015 





Bargain and Sale Deed

this indenture, made the ...t.Wents!-_-_firet 	 day of  Qotober 	
in the year of our Lord nineeteen hundred and __twelve.—
Between HIL1TIEGTO11 MACE, _COMAN1 	

	 a Cor or
organized under the laws of the State of California, a

i-.7I.oeA4Aelaa4L-eoftarttr_r_
	 California	 the party of the firs

Mid	 THE CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH 	 the part..y... of the second part
Witnesseth: That the said party of the first part, for and in consideration of the
sum of	 Ten. 	 0.0./100...(10..00.) 	 	 Dollars
in gold coin of the United States of 4Tnerica, to it in hand paid by the said
party	 of the second part, the receipt whereof is hereby ackn,owledged , has granted,
bargained and sold, conveyed and confirmed, and by these presents does grant,
bargain and sell, convey and confirm, unto the said part..y. .... of the second part, and
to __its 	 heirs and assigns forever, all th 	 certain lot	  piece	 or parcel
of land situate, lying and being in the County of 	 Orange 	
and State of cifQrflia 	  and particularly described as
follows, towit:

	

That._ .pleoe. of _land_ .in. _the_	 y .of. _Buntizigton. _Beach, 	

known as "Lake Par k"  4	 test..be_tmez...Main,..Ele.ventb,..„....Twall.
and Lake (formerly Railroad Aye)  streets .,  as designated and,

...d.elineate.d...upon...a.:oartain...map...of..faaid....p.rollerty...racc.rd.ed_ on. 	

It is hereby covenanted andagreed 4  however, with a covenant 
running  with the land that the  party of the second  part shall 
maintain and keep in good condition the aforesaid property as a

othe-rwi-se- the' -titl-e---here-b-y
panted shall revert to and be vested in the grantor herein, or 
in its successors or assigns, and it or its successors or assigns

together with all and singular the tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances
thereunto belonging or in anyzvise-appertaining, and the reversion and reversions,
remainder and remainders, rents, issues and profits thereof.

Co nave and to Bold, all and singular the said premises, together with the appur-
tenances, unto the party	 of the second part and to its	 heirs and assigns for-
ever.
in Witness Whereof: The said party of the first part has caused its corporate name
and seal to be affixed by its President and _8.0..c.retary. thereunto duly authorized
-0-ce day and year in this indenture first above written.

HUT.I.N.0.101. BEACH OUP	 	 (Seal)

By 	 	 	  .1"residen,t.

DEZ,J—Dargain naalue—v-orporauon—wouotrr Kezi Amu isiank 764



ST .4TE OF CALI-FORA/7W,

County of .14o. p____Ikine le 

On this .._.t yrze.rit.3tfix.st	 day of  October 	 nineteen hundred
and .„..:.t.stelve	 , before me 	 11...14e.vins.on 	
a Notary Public in and for said 	 	  County of

Lea..and	 	  State of California, personally appeared
E,  J.ates	

known.to me to be the president and
known to me to be the  Secretary	 of the Corporation desprib•d in arbd
that executed the within instrument and known to Me to be the persons who ex-
eet- i,ed the within instrument on behalf of the corporation therein named el
acknowledged to me that such corporation executed the same.
Witness my hand and official seal.

Notary Public in an'dbr said County, State of California.

SS



BARGAIN AND SALE DEED
Corporation

THIS INDENTURE,made the twenty-first day of October in the year of
our Lord ninetwwn hundred and twelve

• BETWEEN-HUNTINGTON BEACH COMPANY- atlorporation organized under the
laws off the State of California and having its principal place of
business Los Angeles,County of Los Angeles and State of California
the party of the first part,

AND - THE CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH-the party of the second part

WITNESETH- That the said party of the first part for and in
consideration of the sum of Ten 00/100(10.00) Dollars in gold
coin of the United States of America i to it in hand paid by the
said patty of the second part,the receipt whereof is hereby
acknowledged,has granted bargained and sold,conveyed and confirmed,
and bythese , resents does grant bargain and sell,convey and confirm
unto the *p ia party of the -second part,and to its 1 , eirs and assigns
forever,all th  certain lot peice or parcel of land situate,lying
and being in the County of Orange and State of California and
particularly described. as follows,towit:

That piece of land in the City of Huntington Beach,known as
"Lake Park" ,Situated between Main,Eleventh,Twelfth and Lake
(formerly Railroad Ave) streets was designated and delineated
upon a certain map of said property recorded on page 17 Book 4
of Miscellaneous :laps,Records of said County of Orange,State
of California.
It is herby covenanted and agreed,however,with a covenant
running with the land that the party of the second part shall
aleint 4, 14 and keep in good oohdition the aforesaid property as
a public park and for no other purpose t otherwise the title
hereby granted shill1 revert to nd be vested in the grantor
hereinor in it successors or assigns,ani it or its
successors or assigns'ahall be entitled to immediate possession;

TOGETHERwith all and singular the tenements,hereditaments and appurt-
enances thereunto belonging or An any wise appertaining,and the
reversion and reversions,remainder and remainders,rents tissues,
and profits thereof:

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD„all all and eintUar the said premises,together
with the appurtenganeep ,unto the party of the second part and to its
heirs and assigns forever,.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF: The said party of the first part has caused its
corporate n,Me and seal to be affixed by its President and Secretary
thereunto duly authorized the day and year in this indenture first
above written.

HUNTINGTON BEACH COMPANY 	 (Seal)

BY E.J.Gates 	 Vice-President

By Alex Mille

thereof:

( Recorded iriBook 224 Page 72 of Deeda,Orauge County Records)





Preserve Our Past final submittal with HRB Edits 
 

Photo of competitive fly casters HERE 
 

LAKE PARK 
 

On October 21, 1912, this five-acre parcel was acquired from the Huntington Beach 
Company for $10 in gold coin.  Named Lake Park for the lake that formed there, it later 
became a favorite place for competitive fly casting.  It is one of the city’s three oldest 
parks and its lake was the source of recreation for many years. 
 
The Boy Scout Cabin was constructed and dedicated for use by Boy Scout Troop 1 
in January 1924 through a cooperative effort of the Lions Club, various service 
organizations, businesses and the city. 
 
The area started to take shape as a developed park In the mid-1930s. Through the 
efforts of Park Superintendent, Richard Beeson, trees, shrubs and flowers were planted 
and a picnic area was established. 
 
On April 6, 1938, there was a formal opening of the recreation building, now known as 
the Lake Park Clubhouse, which is still used by multiple service and social 
organizations. 
 
The redesign of Lake Park was approved by the City Council in February 1968 to better 
meet the needs of the community. Using plans submitted by Landscape Architect 
Richard Bigler, the lake was then filled in with sand and playground equipment was 
added at that location. 
 
Today, as from the beginning, Lake Park continues to be an arborist’s joy with its 
eclectic variety of trees and plants. 
 

Huntington Beach Preserve Our Past 
Dedicates this plaque to the 

City of Huntington Beach 
2015 


