
 
 

 
 
 

BEAUTIFICATION/LANDSCAPE/TREE COMMITTEE 
A G E N D A 

Tuesday, December 1, 2015 
4:30 p.m. 

Public Works Conference Room, First Floor, City Hall  
 
 
A. ROLL CALL  Council Member Jill Hardy 
   Council Member Barbara Delgleize 
   Council Member Billy O’Connell 
 Travis Hopkins, Director of Public Works 
 Denny Bacon, Maintenance Operations Manager 
 Randy Menzel, Tree Supervisor 
 Sarah Whitecotton, Administrative Secretary 
 
B. MINUTES 
 
B-1.    October 27, 2015 Regular Meeting 

 
C.      ACTION ITEMS 
 
C-1. Eucalyptus (White Iron Bark) Tree Removal Located at 1751 Main Street 
 

Recommended Action- Approve the Removal of the Eucalyptus (White Iron Bark) 
Tree Located at 1751 Main Street  
 

D. INFORMATION ITEMS  
 
 None 
 
E.      ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 

None 
 
F. PUBLIC COMMENTS  

 
The Beautification/Landscape/Tree Committee welcomes public comments on all 
items on this agenda or of community interest.  Each speaker is allotted three 
minutes; time may not be donated to others.  The Committee can only take action on 
items that are on this agenda.  This is the time to address the Committee regarding 
items of interest or agenda items other than public hearings. 

 



 
 
G.       COMMISSION AND STAFF COMMENTS 
 

None 
 
H. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 26, 2016. 
 



 

 
 
 

BEAUTIFICATION/LANDSCAPE/TREE COMMITTEE 
MINUTES  

October 27, 2015 
 
A. ROLL CALL  Committee Member Jill Hardy 
 Committee Member Billy O’Connell  
 Committee Member Barbara Delgleize  
 Travis Hopkins, Director of Public Works  
 Denny Bacon, Maintenance Operations Manager 
 Randy Menzel, Tree Supervisor 
 Sarah Whitecotton, Administrative Secretary 
B. MINUTES 
 

B-1. The minutes of the September 22, 2015 were motioned by Committee Member 
Hardy to be approved. Committee Member Delgleize seconded.  

 
VOTE:  The motion carried 
AYES:   2 
NOES:   0 
ABSENT:  0  
ABSTENTIONS: 1 (O’Connell)   

 
 
C. ACTION ITEMS 

 
 C-1. Zone 12 Residential Pavement Management Project 
 
Recommended Action- Approve the parkway tree removals and replanting for Zone 12 
Residential Pavement Management Project. Denny Bacon presented information regarding the 
removal of 120 (+/- 10%) trees In Maintenance Zone 12. Discussion ensued. Committee 
Member Delgleize motioned to approve the project and send the recommendation to Council. 
Committee Member O’Connell seconded 
 

VOTE:  The motion carried 
AYES:   3 
NOES:   0 
ABSENT:  0  
ABSTENTIONS: 0 
 

D. INFORMATION ITEMS 
  

None 
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E. ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 
None 

  

F. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

The Beautification/Landscape/Tree Committee welcomes public comments on all items 
on this agenda or of community interest.  Each speaker is allotted three minutes; time 
may not be donated to others.  The Committee can only take action on items that are on 
this agenda.  This is the time to address the Committee regarding items of interest or 
agenda items other than public hearings. 
 
6 speakers were present. Shari Engel commended Parks staff for work being done at 
Central Park- additional trash receptacles and staff working is appreciated. The Secret 
Garden project is going well. Ann Anderson stated that the Tree Society has hired 
Spectrum to trim trees on Ellis for $1,200 and that she and Jean are working alongside 
them. She also thanked City staff for installing decomposed granite in the Urban Forest. 
Jean Nagy thanked the Women’s Club for generously donating $10,000 towards three 
drinking fountains for Central Park. At $3,395 each, the Tree Society will cover the 
remainder of the cost. She would like Women’s Club recognized for their contributions 
over the last two years. Jean also advised that the Tree Society removed some large 
infested bushes at Tarbox Park and now there are residents complaining that one 
resident is storing trash cans and a shed in park. Juana Mueller said that Central Park 
Drive is being planted and the City side looks great and the triangle will be done by 4th. 
They would also like the rock commemorating gift of Cherry trees moved between 
Cherry trees and the Secret Garden. Steve Engel advised Boeing employees gave grant 
money that will be used in the Secret Garden. 

 
 

G. COMMITTEE AND STAFF COMMENTS 
 
Denny Bacon reminded all present that the Police Department posts Monday and 
Wednesday mornings that there is no loitering in Central Park and 72 hours later park 
staff is clearing out the park. Committee Member Billy O’Connell stated that there is a 
new program to assist the homeless and the Police and Parks Departments have been 
advised to refer them. Committee Member Barbara Delgleize advised that additional 
decomposed granite will be installed at the Shipley temporary parking area. Denny 
Bacon will give permission to David De La Torre to move rock commemorating gift of 
Cherry trees between Cherry trees and the Secret Garden. 
 

H. ADJOURNMENT 
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The meeting was adjourned at 5:18 pm.  The next meeting is scheduled for 
November 17, 2015. 

      
     

          Committee Member Jill Hardy        Sarah Whitecotton 
          Administrative Secretary 



CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH 
Beautification, Landscape and Tree Committee 

REQUEST FOR ACTION 
 

 

 
 
SUBMITTED TO: Chairperson and Members of the Committee 
 
VIA:   Travis Hopkins, Director of Public Works 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Denny Bacon, Maintenance Operations Manager 
 
DATE: December 1, 2015 
 
SUBJECT: Eucalyptus (White Iron Bark) Tree Removal Located at 1751 Main 

Street 
 
 
BACKGROUND:    This report is being provided to justify the removal of the Eucalyptus 
(White Iron Bark) tree located at 1751 Main Street. 
 
On April 24, 2012, the Beautification, Landscape and Tree Committee (BLT) met and 
approved the removal of 15 parkway trees located on Main Street between Adams 
Avenue and Utica Avenue for the Main Street Arterial Highway Rehabilitation Project 
CC-1397.  The BLT Committee approved the removals. 
 
At the July 16, 2012, City Council meeting, Councilmember Connie Boardman 
submitted an “H” item to reconsider Arterial Rehabilitation Project CC-1397 due to 
concerns raised regarding the removal of the large Eucalyptus (White Iron Bark) tree 
located at 1751 Main Street.   
 
Councilmember Boardman explained her intent to save a large eucalyptus tree growing 
within the project area and discussion ensued on how to accomplish that. A motion was 
made by Boardman, seconded by Harper to award Construction Contract 1397 in the 
amount of $1,188,402.00 to All American Asphalt for the Main Street (Adams Avenue to 
Utica Avenue) and the Garfield Avenue (Delaware Street to Beach Boulevard) 
Rehabilitation Projects. CC-1397 was amended to include a caveat that the large 
eucalyptus tree growing within the project be preserved if there is no evidence of 
damage to homes.  
 
The motion carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: Shaw, Harper, Dwyer, Carchio, 
Bohr, and Boardman NOES: Hansen.  
 
The project commenced and the Eucalyptus (White Iron Bark) tree located at 1751 Main 
Street was not removed.  Repairs to the curb, gutter and sidewalk were left out of the 
project area to not damage the root structure of the tree.   
 
On Sunday, October 4, 2015, a branch measuring approximately 24 inches in diameter 
and 45 feet in length failed and fell from the Eucalyptus (White Iron Bark) tree located at 
1751 Main Street, damaging nearby parked cars.  A second branch located below it 
also broke when the aforementioned branch hit it causing it to fail as well.   



 
On Monday, October 5, 2015, staff contacted Ruben Green from Evergreen Arborists to 
assess the risk and hazard of the Eucalyptus (White Iron Bark) tree located at 1751 
Main Street.  
 
Observations: 
 
A standard method of expressing the area of the trunk of a standing tree is called 
Diameter at Standard Height (DSH). The DSH measures the diameter of a tree’s trunk 
at 4.5 feet above ground. The mature eucalyptus tree is a single-trunk tree with an 
estimated 61.5-inch trunk diameter and a height of 65 feet, which indicates that this is a 
mature tree.  
 
The main trunk separates approximately 25 feet above ground into six scaffolding 
branches. Each branch is approximately 24 inches in diameter, which is the same size 
as the branch that failed October 4. The sidewalk on the west side of the tree is lifted 
due to the tree’s roots and the base of the tree on the east side has grown over the 
curb. The tree’s canopy (which refers to the upper part of a tree including all branches 
and leaves) overhangs approximately 27 feet over the 1749 Main Street property and 
overhangs 29 feet over Main Street.  
 
The failed branch did not appear to have wood-decay (fungus that digests moist wood, 
causing it to rot) but may have had minor included bark. Included bark forms in the 
junctions of co-dominant stems where there is a narrow angle union. As the tree grows, 
the union fills with bark which creates a growing area of structural weakness in the tree. 
  
The tree is situated near the intersection of Main and Springfield which appears to have 
moderate to high vehicular and pedestrian traffic. North of the tree, within 300 yards, are 
the Huntington Beach High School, Police Department, and City Hall and south of the 
tree is a nearby Church.  
 
Conclusions and Recommendations:  
 
Before considering any risk factors, mature trees are more prone to failure. This branch 
break indicates the tree is no longer vibrant and healthy. Furthermore, eucalyptus trees 
are more prone to failure as compared to other species. Given this eucalyptus species 
has a propensity for failure, Mr. Green believes the City should remove this tree as soon 
as possible. Based on his site inspection and examination of the tree, he determined the 
tree is more likely than not to fail again given the remaining branches are similar in size 
to the failed branch, its exposure to wind loads, trunk size, species, age, and previous 
branch failure. The tree should be removed to eliminate risk due to the tree’s potential 
for failure.  As the tree adds wood and mass, the potential for serious damage to 
occupied cars, adjacent houses, property, parked vehicles, and pedestrians increases.  
 
Based on Mr. Green’s examination of the tree and his ISA classification the likelihood of 
tree failure is highly probable and severe, staff concurs with Mr. Green’s 
recommendation to remove the tree. 
   
The ISA has a rating system to determine the likelihood a tree will fail and what would 
be the consequences of such a failure. The four classifications for the likelihood of 
failure are “improbable”, “possible”, “probable”, and “imminent”. The ISA also has four 
categories classifying the consequences of a tree failure. Those four categories are 
“negligible”, “minor”, “significant” and “severe”.  



 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:   Approve removal of the Eucalyptus (White Iron Bark) tree 
located at 1751 Main Street. 
 
ALTERNATIVE ACTION:   Take any other action that the BLT deems necessary and 
appropriate at this time. 
 
Attachments:  
April 24, 2012 BLT Arterial Highway Rehabilitation project CC-1397 report and minutes. 
July 16, 2012, City Council “H” item from Councilmember Connie Boardman and 
minutes. 
Arborist report from Evergreen Arborists Consultants. 
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